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Egyptian affairs had then fallen into great confusion owing
to a variety of causes.

On Friday the Sultan took part in the prayers of the day.
Then he conferred a distinction on Atabek Sudun al-Dawadari,
and appointed him to command the troops on the expedition.
At this time, also, Amir Takt Bai, the Chief Chamberlain,
arrived. He had started with the expedition to Gaza, but had
declared himself ill and remained at Salihiyyeh. After the
defeat of Jan Bird! al-Ghazali, and his return to Egypt, the
rest of the Amirs remained at Salihiyyeh waiting for the
departure of the second expedition. So when Amir Takt
Bai arrived without the others, the Amirs were distressed.
The Amirs and the troops considered him incapable; in
fact, he was detested by the whole army. On this day
the Sultan ordered the Arab tribesmen who had arrived
in the city to return to their homes, as the Amirs had
pointed out to him that the Arabs would be of no use on
the expedition.

During this month the Sultan conferred a distinction on
[!) I ] Amir Inal, treasurer to al-Amir Tara Bai, one of the Amirs
of Tens, and appointed him Governor of Damietta, instead of
the existing governor.

On Sunday, the 18th, the Sultan received the bad news that
Ibu 'Othman himself had left Syria with his army, and was
marching on Egypt. He was said to have divided his forces
into two, and to be sending one army along the royal route
and another through the desert.

On receipt of this news the Sultan assembled the Amirs,
and a council of war was held. It was reported that he would
himself go to Baidaniyyeh and remain there, and that the
troops would be formed into two forces, one going in the
direction of 'Ajrud and the other to the place whence
the messenger had come. The Amirs had decided that the
expedition should be dispatched at the beginning of the new
year; but when this bad news reached them confusion reigned
among them, and the Sultan ordered them to send out tents